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Wallingford musician records EP in memory of his stillborn daughter, 

Philomena 

Wallingford musician and bereaved dad, Andrew Milloy, has released a three-track EP 

featuring original songs dedicated to his daughter, who was stillborn on New Year's Eve 

2008. Funds raised from the EP will be donated to Sands, the stillbirth and neonatal death 

charity. 

Entitled 'Philomena', the EP is available as a CD or digital download on iTunes, Amazon, 

Rhapsody, emusic, and direct from the label at http://philomena.bandcamp.com.  CD copies 

are also available from this website and from independent record shops around Oxfordshire 

(the Truck Store, Cowley Road, Oxford and from The Wallingford Bookshop). 

 

Andrew explains why it was so important to dedicate a song to his daughter: ‘We had tried 

for four a half years for my wife, Anna, to become pregnant and despite a joy-filled and 

complication-free pregnancy, our baby’s heart stopped beating during labour about three 

hours before her birth on New Year’s Eve 2008.   We were able to take Philomena home 

with us and spent a couple of peaceful but heart-breaking days with her, as a family, before 

we had to prepare for her funeral. 

‘‘In the months following Philomena’s birth I began to write songs for the first time in my 

life. As a semi-professional musician, I had written plenty of pieces of music since my teens, 

but never lyrics. I took the plunge and decided to sing one of them, entitled "Breathe" at a 

local open mic spot. This was the first time I had sung in public - let alone an original song. 

The reaction was positive and I soon became a regular at this event, trying out new songs on 

an attentive local audience. 

‘The thee songs featured on the EP are dedicated to Philomena;  'Breathe' is about the 

hopes and anticipations of expectant parents; 'English Rose' started out as a poem about 

the seasons of life and death; and finally 'Philomena' is a celebration of my daughter 

herself.’ 

Three years since Philomena’s birth, Andrew and Anna became very proud parents of their 

son, Orlando, this summer. 

Andrew, has worked as a bassist with artists such as Sadie and the Hotheads, Neil Halstead, 

Ewing and Julie McKee and is also the bass player with local group, Band of Hope. 

http://philomena.bandcamp.com/


For more information, please contact Andrew Milloy at andrew@philomena.mu, or by 

telephone on 07904 119978. 
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For further information, please contact Sands press office:  
Lisa Wardle – 07554 454 309 
Lyn Peters- 0845 6520 442  
 

Key Information about Sands: 

Sands, the stillbirth and neonatal death charity, was established by bereaved parents in 

1978 and obtained charity status in 1981. 

Sands core aims are to: 

• Support anyone affected by the death of a baby;  

• To work in partnership with health professionals to improve the quality of care and 

services offered to bereaved families; and  

• To promote research and changes in practice that could help to reduce the loss of 

babies’ lives  

Sands is a national organisation, with over 100 regional support groups across the UK.  

Helpline: 020 7436 5881 

Office: 020 7436 7940 

Web: www.uk-sands.org 

E mail: info@uk-sands.org 

 

 

 

 


