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Liverpool charity needs local volunteers to help create baby memorial garden  

A Liverpool charity which supports families whose babies are stillborn or die shortly after birth is 

calling on local people to help create a special baby memorial garden in the grounds of St Stephen’s 

Church, next to Liverpool Women’s Hospital. 

Liverpool Sands (the Stillbirth and neonatal death charity) has been given the space by Father 

Michael Fry, to create a garden so that families whose babies have died have a peaceful place to visit 

and reflect.    

Deb Crawley, chair of the Liverpool Sands group, said now that they have a place to create a garden, 

they need an army of volunteers to help with the makeover.  The group is also hoping local 

businesses, especially the garden centres, will come forward and donate anything which will help 

make the memorial garden a special place. 

“We are so thankful to Father Michael for giving us the space for a garden, as we know first hand 

how important it is for anyone affected by the death of a baby, to have a place to sit and reflect and 

remember their loved ones,” says Deb. “This is a fantastic opportunity to create a beautiful space in 

Liverpool for the parents, families and friends who have been touched by baby loss.  With 17 babies 

stillborn or dying shortly after birth in the UK, there are many people out there who would get great 

comfort from the garden.” 

The group are calling for volunteers to do anything from digging, planting, and making tea. The 

group will also be relying on the goodwill of people who can fundraise to help contribute towards 

the cost of the makeover, and any local businesses who may be kind enough to make a donation. 

Work will begin on the first phase of the project on 27 and 28 July.  

For more information about how you can help, contact Deb Crawley on 07594580092.  Visit 

www.liverpool-sands.co.uk. 

-ends- 

Notes to editors: 

Sands, the stillbirth and neonatal death charity, was established by bereaved parents in 1978 and 

obtained charity status in 1981. Sands core aims are to: 

• Support anyone affected by the death of a baby;  

• To work in partnership with health professionals to improve the quality of care and services 

offered to bereaved families; and  

http://www.liverpool-sands.co.uk/


• To promote research and changes in practice that could help to reduce the loss of babies’ lives  

Helpline: 020 7436 5881 

Office: 020 7436 7940 

Web: www.uk-sands.org 

E mail: support@uk-sands.org 
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